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Agriculture

Goodwill Industries of Northern New England is an 
affirmative action employer that provides services on an 
equal opportunity basis.

All hiring decisions are based on nondiscriminatory factors 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability or status as a Vietnam era veteran or special 
disabled veteran. In addition, Goodwill Industries of 
Northern New England engages in affirmative action efforts,
where appropriate, to employ, train and promote qualified 
minorities, women, the disabled and Vietnam era and special 
disabled veterans.

Contact Information

Maine AgrAbility
University of Maine Cooperative Extension
207-353-5550
maine.agrability@maine.edu

Ellen Gibson	       
Maine AgrAbility Specialist
Goodwill Industries of Northern New England
207-777-7472
ellen.gibson@goodwillnne.org

In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable 
laws and in pursuing its own goals of diversity, the 
University of Maine System shall not discriminate 
on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation—including transgender status or gender 
expression—national origin, citizenship status, 
age, disability, or veterans' status in employment, 
education, and all other areas of the University 
System. The University provides reasonable 
accommodations to qualified individuals with 
disabilities upon request.

The University will regard freedom from 
discriminatory harassment as an individual employee 
and student right which will be safeguarded as a 
matter of policy.  Any employee or student will be 
subject to disciplinary action for violation of this 
policy.  Retaliation against anyone who makes a 
complaint of discrimination or harassment or who is 
involved in a complaint process will not be tolerated.

Questions and complaints about discrimination 
in any area of the University should be directed to 
the Office of Equal Opportunity, The University of 
Maine, Room 101, 5754 North Stevens Hall, Orono, 
ME 04469-5754, telephone (207) 581-1226 (voice and 
TDD).  

Supporting our Rural Economy

Maine joins 24 other states with AgrAbility 
programs in a network of USDA funded 
programs. The project links state University 
Cooperative extension offices with private 
nonprofit disability organizations to 
provide practical education and assistance 
to farmers with disabilities and other 
barriers. 
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What is AgrAbility?

AgrAbility is a national program sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) that provides assistance for 
farmers, farm workers and farm family 
members with chronic health conditions or 
disabilities. The program helps individuals 
continue to farm successfully and live 
independently. Goodwill offers this 
program in Maine in collaboration with the 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension 
and Alpha One.

There are an estimated 5,700 farmers 
and farm workers in Maine with a chronic 
health condition or disability. The program 
addresses a variety of disabling conditions, 
such as:

�� Amputation

�� Arthritis

�� Back Impairments

�� Brain Injury

�� Cerebral Palsy

�� Respiratory ailments

�� Spinal cord injuries and paralysis

�� Stroke

�� Visual and hearing impairments

How can Maine AgrAbility help me?

We can offer the following services at no 
cost to customers:

�� On-site assessments to identify barriers 
to completing tasks both in the 
agricultural workplace and the home.

�� Make recommendations for 
appropriate assistive technologies, 
modified work practices and other 
possible solutions to overcome 
disability-related limitations

�� Provide access to informational 
materials on a variety of topics related 
to disability and agriculture

�� Provide education/training 
opportunities

�� Make referrals to other service 
providers for potential assistance

�� Arrange for peer support opportunities 

Maine AgrAbility also works with rural 
agriculture, rehabilitation and health care 
professionals to support Maine farmers 
with disabilities and their families. Maine 
AgrAbility seeks to share information 
and resources across the state through 
networking activities.

Note: Maine AgrAbility does not provide 
direct funding or equipment. However, 
we often work with Maine Vocational 
Rehabilitation departments and other 
funding sources to help customers 
obtain needed assistive technologies and 
modifications.

Am I eligible? 

If you live in Maine, work in agriculture and 
suffer from a disability, you are eligible. 
Your disability or injury does not have to 
be the result of farming. Our goal is to work 
with you to help you continue farming.  


